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Old Congregational Church (1774) 
Town Hall 


Enfield, Hartford County, Connecticut 


The Enfield area was known in early colonial 

the 



times as Fresh Water Plantation. In 
area was incorporated as the town of Enfield, then 
in Massachusetts. The town grant instructed the 
inhabitants to adopt measures as soon as possible 
“to; the maintenance of Christian ordinance and 


lOi 


of an 


able, orthodox ministry.” 
Orthodox meant Congregational, not Chiirch of 
gland. Two years later, in 1683, the first Ec¬ 
clesiastical Society of Enfield was organized, and 
between sixty and seventy acres were provided for 
a place of worship and to support the ministry. 
Three parcels were leased for church income, and, 
in 1699, farm land was given to the first settled 
minister, Nathaniel Collins, and his 
payment for his services. The first small wooden 
meeting house stood by the Enfield Street Ceme- 

tery. The second was built in 1706 on the west 
* 

side of Enfield Street, where a stone marks the 
location (and gives tire building date as 1704 in 


it 


error). An inscription on the stone informs us that 
In this Meeting House on July 8, 1741, during 
the revival known as The Great Awakening,’ Jona¬ 
than Edwards preached his celebrated sermon 
‘Sinners in the Hands of an Angry Cod.’ ” The sec¬ 
ond building was in use when, in 1750, under 
petition, the town of Enfield became part of 
Connecticut. The second meeting house was used 
until the third was completed. 

The third meeting house was begun in 1774. 
It was completed and opened for use on the first 
day of 1775, when the Revolution was fomenting. 
In April the news of the battle at Lexington 
reached the tavern in Enfield while a prayer meet¬ 
ing was in progress in the church. Thomas Abbey 
left the tavern and marched around tire meeting 
liouse beating a drum until the meeting broke up; 
he gathered seventy-five volunteers and left the 
next morning to join the Revolution, returning to 
Enfield after his service with a commission of cap¬ 
tain. Iii 1848 this third meeting house was sold 

to the town for use as the Town Hall. It was 

# 

moved to the west side of Enfield Street, where it 
still serves in that capacity. At the time of the 
move the portico in Creek Revival style was add¬ 
ed. The Society dedicated their new and present 
meeting house February 14, 1849. 
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